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See a complete list of all
Christmas related activi-
ties on the Back Cover of
the Newsletter.

The office will close at

12:00 p.m. on Christmas
Eve and will be closed




over-whelming and you could
truly feel God in our presence.

Since “the mission of the
Church is to make disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transforma-
tion of the world", we need to

move forward and fill the new

sanctuary with like-minded be-
lievers.

Chris LaBure and his
evangelism committee are al-
ready making visible strides to
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Chris for heading this project.

As the Holiday season
approaches, there will be many
opportunities to ask neighbors
and friends to join you at St
Charles.

Thanks to the many vol-
unteers at the Fall Fest. This is
always our opportunity to show
the community what we are
about and to welcome them on
our campus.
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+ make visitors feel welcome. The If you have not
new signs and visitor's center turned in your pledge card,
, should make it easier for new please do it quickly as the
families to feel the love from our Finance team will be work-
L church. There is more to come ing on the 2010 budget
Wasn't it wonderful t0 a5 the implementation of the when you receive this
celebrate the new sanctuary on  guireach programs is accom- newsletter.

and God bless,

-Jim Adams, chairman

CHRISTMAS MUSICAL

Start off your Christmas Season with great music and laughter. Join us in
the square for the Miracle on Main Street. The cast has been working really
hard to give you the show of the season. Mark your calendars to join us on
Friday, December 4" at 7:00pm and Sunday, December 6" at 8:30am.
\ We will have a celebration breakfast following the show on Sunday. This will
be show that you don’t want to miss and see you at the square for great




Saints — Who Dat Fans
Sunday, December 13th and Saturday, December 19th

Join us after the Church Christmas Party on December 19" to cheer our
Saints to victory!! On Saturday 12/19 we will gather in the Fellowship Hall
to eat and then watch our boys beat the Dallas cowboys. You will want to
bring your shakers and comfortable chairs so that you can settle in for a
great game and Christian fellowship!!

United Methodist Women

Our next meeting will be held on December 6, 2009. All women are invited to attend our monthly meetings
held on the first Sunday of each month.

The next meeting will be an important meeting because we will be voting on officers for the following year and setting
some goals for the year.

At this meeting we will be voting on the officers for 2010. Nominations were made at this last meeting and we will be
taking nominations at the November meeting.

If you are interested in becoming an officer or you know of someone you think would be great in a leadership role please
nominate them.

Join us for our Holiday Event on December 6, 2009; this is not just for UMW ladies but any-
one that would like to attend.

We had lots of fun last year and | know it will be even more fun this year.
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y“ i ;! ﬁ = The Christmas story...no matter how many times we've heard it over the years, it never gets old and is a
| humbling reminder of how much our God loves us and is willing to sacrifice for us.

The women’s bible study has been studying the life and ministry of Jesus from birth to death. We started the
book in the fall so | had the unique experience of studying the birth of Jesus in September. It was odd at first but |
have to admit | got so much more out of it when | didn’t’ have all the other distractions of the season getting in the
way. It is very interesting how a story we have all heard hundreds of times can continue to provide us insight and
inspiration year after year. That is the mystery and magnificence of scripture....it truly is the gift that keeps on giving!

| hope you find reading and remembering the Christmas story helps to ground you in the midst of the hustle and
bustle of the season. Musically Yours~~April

Praise Band Presents Their Program

Featuring our own Praise Band, members of the Chancel Choir and a few
other surprises!

Saturday, December 12th, 7:00 p.m.
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Adult Choir Presents Their Christmas Program

Friday, December 18" 7:00 p.m. & Sunday 20" 11:00 service
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We need your reservation for the Progressive Dinner!!
Saturday December 5th
Appetizers at 5:30PM

We will meet at the parsonage as a group for appetizers. It is at the parsonage that
you will find out which house you are going to for the main entre. We will then all
join back again at the Schindler® home for dessert. It is great fun and a great way
to start your Christmas Season!! If you can we ask that you help with an appetizer,
dessert or side dish but don®let that stop you from signing up!!
Please call the church office at 985-764-8292 or e-mail Mary Anne at Beronco@hotmail.com to

make your reservation!!

Keep Christ in your Christmas!

The VIM Mexico Mission Team will be helping you keep Christ in your
Christmas and helping you to let others know you are! We will be selling
two types of yard signs.
Two Sided Sign for $15
Side one = "Jesus Is the Reason For the Season"
Side two = "Merry CHRISTmas"
One Sided Sign for $10




SCRIP NEWS

Scrip
What better way to help your church than to use Scrip while you shop, travel and eat out for Christmas?
What better way than to shop at church for those hard to buy for family and friends? Purchase Scrip to
use for yourself or to give as gifts. You are able to use the gift certificates across the country and you
don’t have to stand in long lines at the post office to send large packages! And don’t forget it makes great
business gifts!!

To mention JUST A FEW of the certificates we have:

Amazon.com Dell
ltunes Family Christian Bookstore
J C Penney’s Macy’s

Overstocked.com Pet Smart

Joann Fabric Store  Marriott Hotels

Winn Dixie CVS

Olive Garden Ruth Chris Steakhouse
PF Changs Hard Rock Café

Papa John's Subway

Honey Baked Ham  Dress Barn

Disney Bath & Body Works

K-Mart
Wal-Mart/Sam’s
Dillard’s

Toys R Us
Clarion Hotels
Walgreens
Outback Steaks
Chuckie Cheese
KFC

Comfort Inns
Ace Hardware

Call Mary Anne Schindler to place an order at 764-8386.

Cabela’s
AMC

Michaels
Tanger Outlet
Best Western
PepBoys
Chili’s
Domino’s
Chevy's
Budget Rent A Car
1-800 Flowers

CHILDREN’'S CHURCH

VO LUNTEERS NEEDED

Anyone interested in volunteer-
ing for Children® Church on
Sunday mornings, please con-
tact Luanna Hinchman at
luanahinchman@yahoo.com or
call the church office at 764-

Acolytes and Lay Readers Needed: If your child is in the 2nd—6th

grades and would like to volunteer to be an Acolyte, please contact

the church office. We are especially in need of volunteers for the

11:00 am. service.

In addition to those who already serve as Lay Readers, we welcome
anyone interested in volunteering to please call the church office or

emall at office@stcharlesumc.com
Thanks— Karen

NEWSLETTER ARTI-
CLES ARE DUE BY
THE 20TH OF EACH
MONTH.

DON'T FORGET.....
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Adult Education
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MASQUERADE BALL
Date: January 16, 2010
Time: 7:00pm — 11:00pm
Cost: $10.00 per person
Location: St. Charles United Methodist Church Fellowship Hall

You are cordially invited to attend our third annual Masquerade Ball for people (16 and above)
at SCUMC. It is time to break out those new calendars and mark January 16, 2010 as a night
you will have a ball, literally. The Mexico Mission Team is hosting a dance to raise money for
their upcoming mission to Reynosa. This ball will be rolling from 7:00pm — 11:00pm. Tickets
will cost $10.00 per person for the four hours of fun. Please see any team member to pick up
your tickets early. If you would like babysitting offered at the church, please let Heidi Schindler
at (985) 764-8386 know by January 2, 2010. Dress nice and get your masks tied on tight (optional), but most of all
get those dancing shoes ready to move.

Property Management Committee

Room reservation requests forms are located in the letter boxes outside the pastor’s office. Please make
sure that a form is filled out for your room reservation so we can avoid any scheduling conflicts. We will
take room reservations through June 2010. DO NOT assume that if you have a room reserved for a meet-
ing in 2009 that it will automatically be reserved in 2010. Contact Carol Duensing if you have any ques-
tions.

Lenten Devotional Booklet

Due to the phenomenal response to last year's Lenten Devotional Booklet we are planning to publish an-
other one for Lent 2010. Ash Wednesday is February 17 so the absolute last date to submit your devotion
will be January 15. Please be in prayer about helping to create this wonderful booklet. For more informa-
tion see Carol Duensing or Pastor Juliet.

Mexico Mission

Is God tugging at your heart to say “Here | am Lord, Send Me”! A Volunteers in Mission team is forming to
travel to Mexico from June 23" — June 27". God is forming a medical and construction team to do His work. If He is
calling you to go please let Heidi Schindler know. You do not have to have any medical or construction experience,
you just have to have smile and willingness to say “send me”. We are praying to have a doctor, dentist, pharmacist
and any other medical specialist to join our team. We accept all ages from 18 — 100 years old (16 & 17 year olds must
have a parent).

If you would be interested in joining a week long construction team to go to Tampico or other place in Mexico,
please let us know.
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The Sr. High will be having their Christmas Party on Friday, December 11 from 7:00 — 10:00 pm at Ronda
Knox’ home at 20 Rosedown Dr.

We'll have a ton of games and activities and of course, LOTS of food! Everyone should bring a wrapped gift
($10-$15) to put under the tree. At the end of the night, everyone will go home with one — but not the one
you brought!

Please RSVP to Rob Streeck or Val Keller, so we know how many to plan for.
Any questions, see Rob or Val!

We'll be continuing our artist-driven Christian music series this month with all-new songs and lessons lead by
the artists who wrote the music. Join us every Wednesday at 6:30 in the Sr. High room!

#

Rob Streeck will instruct a CPR class in the Fellowship Hall on Saturday January 9th from 10:00 a.m. — 12:00
p.m. The certification will include:

Adult CPR
Infant/Child CPR
Use of an AED
Control of bleeding
Opening an airway obstruction
Identification and treatment of shock

The certification is good for 2 years and is open to adults and youth ages 14 and older.
Please sign up with Karen in the church office or call Rob at (985) 966-1850 for more information.
Date: Saturday, January 9th Time: 10:00 am — 12:00 pm Cost: $35.00

If you know of an organization in need of training, please contact Rob to set up a class, either at the church or
onsite.
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Our tree is up and we are asking members to sponsor gifts for a child. We want to make a difference in the child® life
and in the life of their family. This is your chance to be the face of Jesus to a stranger. If you have not sponsored a child, talk to
anyone in the Wilkins or Schindler family so that we can help you with more information.

Gifts will be due back at church by December 13" at the latest. You are welcome to bring them in before that date. We will also
be inviting the families to our church Christmas Party so please mark your calendar for Saturday, December 19" in the after-
noon. We ask you to pray daily for your child and their family. You are “the face of Christ” to them!

We will also be having a food drive to help them over the Christmas holidays when they are not able to get hot meals at
school. We will be collecting all food but especially the following:

Healthy snacks Pudding / Fruit cups

Fruit Juice Ramen Noodles

Soups Individual Microwave Meals

Microwavable food items

If you would like to help with either of the above programs or help plan the Christmas Party for our church and these
families on December 19th, please let us know.
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We are wrapping up one year and getting prepared to start a new one. If you are interested in giving a
helping hand or would like more information please contact Heidi Schindler at haschindler@gmail.com.
The Adventure Club meets on most Sundays from 4:30 — 6:00pm just following Children’s Choir in the
Sunday School Building room 6-8. You need to be in forth — sixth grade to participate in the group. The
following is what is in store for the month of December:

Miracle on Main Street Performance — NO ADVENTURE CLUB
December 13 Nutcracker [meeting at DHS]

December 6
Helper: Shelley Keller, Chris Hazeltine,
Jennifer Norris, Kendra Heinz

December 18 Late Nite Activities 6:30-11:00pm Helper: STILL IN NEED

December 20 NO ADVENTURE CLUB
December 27 CHRISTMAS — NO ADVENTURE CLUB



4 = 4 s

What a blessing it is to be part of a Missions minded church!

2009 Missions Recap

As 2009 draws to a close, the Missions Team would like to say THANK YOU for your participation and support for the many mis-
sion programs and opportunities that you support with your pledges, loose offering, special collections, and personal time. As Chris-
tians we're called to actively spread the Word and be the hearts and hands of Christ... And you've responded! The following make a
real difference to those whose lives are touched - including ours - and would not be possible without your involvement (the key to Mis-
sions):

SCUMC Food Pantry Thanksgiving Baskets

Angel Tree SafeHARBOR (neighborhood wheelchair ramps)
St. Mark’s UMC (Fellowship Meal) Luke’s House (free clinic in New Orleans)

Grace Camp (children of prison inmates) Haiti — Love A Child

Kairos (prison ministries) Oromo Project, Ethiopia (John & Kay McNally)

Medical Mission to Reynosa, Mexico (covenant rela- | Mission to Park Temple Iglesia, Cuba (covenant rela-

Hope Services, Cameroon (Esther Ndichafah) Mision de Alcancia, Cuba (UMW Love Offering)

Hope Outreach International Ministries (Julius Senegal Ministries (covenant relationship)

The Missions Mailbox Is Back!

No more complaining about increasing stamp prices! No more running out of stamps! You can send Christmas greetings to your
church family and help Missions out at the same time.

Here's all you need to do:
1. Address the envelope with the recipient's first and last name.
2. Place your cards in the large white mailbox at the top.

Place your donation in the small red mailbox.

Mission team “angels” will sort and deliver your cards into the proper slots. When you come to church during the Advent season
be sure to check your slot (initial of last name) and pick up cards that have been delivered to you! The mailbox center is located in the
narthex.

Missions Christmas Party

If you've helped with Missions in the past year, if you'd like to help with Missions in 2010, or if you want to know more about us
please join us for a Christmas celebration on Sunday, December 20th at 5:00 PM at the home of Jim & Teresa Miller (108 Wisteria
Lane, Luling (Willowridge), 985-785-9437). The Millers will supply meat and beverages so please bring your favorite dish to share.

A White Elephant gift exchange will be part of the evening'’s festivities. Now's the time to pass on that bric a brac you bought in
the 80’s or the tie from your mother-in-law. Re-gifting is not only OK it's celebrated! Don't forget to wrap your gift in pretty paper — it
could be the best part of the gift that you end up with.

Mission Shorts

Check out the Missions Website! Although it's definitely a work in progress, we have great plans for it to grow into an entertain-
ing and informative window into Missions related events and opportunities!

The next opportunity to serve the St. Mark’s Fellowship Dinner will be January 17". There will be a signup sheet in the Narthex
— and the Missions Website — or just let Jim Miller know if you'd like to help. We're planning the next visit to our sister church in Cuba,

Park Temple, in early February. Please let Pam or Jim know if you're interested in going — and if you have a preference for
which week we travel.
Please call Pam Waguespack (725-1017) or Jim Miller (785-9437) if you've got a new Missions idea.

In service and faith, Jim Miller, Mission Co-Chair
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