Our hearts stopped
when news of the explosion
of an oil well in the Gulf of
Mexico left eleven people
missing. They have not yet
been found. What's more,
the oil still leaking from the
well is endangering marine
life and moving within 20
miles of “sensitive ecologi-
cal areas in the Mississippi
River Delta.” It is leaking at
a rate of approximately
42,000 gallons a day, ac-
cording to recent news re-
ports.

It goes without say-
ing that clean-up efforts are
in high gear. Sadly, there
isn’t one simple method that
can remove oil on this scale.
Obviously, the fact that oll
continues to leak compli-
cates matters even further.
If the Exxon Valdez teaches
us nothing, it is that the
negative effects of the oil on
the water will likely be no-

ticeable for many, many
years.

Rob Bell, in his book
Velvet Elvis writes,

The first Christians
insisted that when we be-
come Christians, a profound
change occurs in our funda-
mental identity....

It is not that we are
perfect now or that we will
never have to struggle. Or
that the old person won't
come back from time to
time. It's that this new way
of life involves a constant,
conscious decision to keep
dying to the old so that we
can live in the new. Paul
describes it as Christ being
our lives....

-I am being remade.

-l am not who | was.
-l am a new creation.
-l am “in Christ”.

-When God looks at me,
God sees Christ, because
I'm “in” him.

-God's view of me is Christ.
-And Christ is perfect.

We know that God
is making us into a new
creation. God is working in
our lives daily to clean up
the residue that sin leaves
behind. God is offering to
cleanse us from the inside
out.

Each day presents
for us options. We know that
we are being called to a life
that is informed, shaped,
motivated, and inspired by
the life, death, and resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ. We
need not continue to let
pride and arrogance leak
out in our actions. We need
not continue to contribute
toxic energy into our fami-
lies, our friendships, our
communities, ourselves.
There is a remedy for sin.
When we open our hearts to
the transformative power of
God, each of us is a new
creation. We have a new
identity.

God wants to clean
up the messes we make
when we shut him out. God
wants to cleanse us from
the desire to choose a way
contrary to His ways. God
wants us to have the cour-
age and the passion neces-
sary to live free of the corro-
sive effects of sin. God's
deepest desire is for us to
allow Him to mold our minds
into the mind that is in Christ
Jesus.

Again, from Rob

Bell's book we read,

-I thank God | am forgiven.

-l make amends with any-
one who has been affected
by my actions.

-And then | move on.

-Not because sin isn't seri-
ous, but because | am tak-
ing seriously who God says
| am. The point isn’t my fail-
ure; it is God’s success in
remaking me into the per-
son he originally intended
me to be.

-God'’s strength, not mine.
-God'’s power, not mine.

-Not because sin isn't seri-
ous, but because | am tak-
ing seriously who God says
I am. The point isn’t my fail-
ure; it is God’s success in
remaking me into the per-
son he originally intended
me to be.

-God'’s strength, not mine.
-God'’s power, not mine.

Each day presents
for us options. We can re-

main in the oily, messy,
nasty residue of bitterness,
pride, self-loathing, stingi-

ness, anger, judgmentalism,
selfishness, isolation, and
arrogance. Or, we can invite
God daily into our hearts to
remake us from the inside-
out—then celebrate each
day with rejoicing our free-
dom in choosing God's
ways.

God’s cleansing
power is by invitation, never
by force. When we’re ready,
God is there with a solution
unlike any other. Thanks be
to God!

See you in church~
Pastor Juliet
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AUCTION NEWS

The mission team for Mexico would like to thank everyone who supported the auction. We had many great
items donated and had a really fun night. The auction raised $1,445.00 and we will still have a few items to
auction. Special thanks go to Dawn and Rob Streeck for their organization and hard work putting the auction
together. We also would like to give a special thanks to our wonderful youth servers that gave the night that
extra special touch!!

MEXICO MISSION TEAM

We still have room on the mission if there is room on the plane. If you are interested in joining us
please call Mary Anne or Heidi Schindler ASAP.

As of this time we have nine people from St. Charles going on the mission and four or five from
around the state. We will have a medical mission team and a construction mission team. We would be
blessed to have an additional doctor, specialist and pharmacist join the medical team and people to join the
construction team. We really could use a few more males on the mission!!

Call 764-8386 if you want more information about the mission.

COLLECTIONS FOR MEXICO

The medical mission team will probably see at least 300 people while we are in Mexico. We try to give
each person a 30 day supply of vitamins and a toiletry bag when they pick up their medicines. To do this we
will be collecting some of these items at church. We also set up a clinic last year at the Immigrant Camp. This
was for men that came back to Mexico with nothing but the clothes they had on. We will be collecting some
items that we are going to bring to this center as well.

We will be taking monetary donations for the Mission with us also. Each person cost $805 to go on the
mission which includes transportation to and in Mexico, food, lodging, medical supplies, construction supplies
and administrative fees. We also like to have extra money with us to pay for emergency medicine and con-
struction needs. Last year we were blessed to raise enough money to covenant with Willie Berman who is in
charge of VIM Mexico. He is a GBGM missionary. We were able to do a full covenant last year which is
$2500 and pray that we can do the same this year.

The following is a list of items we are collecting

Financial support for the mission
Children Vitamins (NOT GUMMIES)
Prenatal Vitamins
Adult Vitamins
Senior Vitamins
Soap
Travel size Shampoo
Disposable Razors
Men’s Underwear M & L
Men’s T-Shirts M & L
Men'’s Socks
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DON'T FORGET

NEWSLETTER ARTI-
CLES ARE DUE BY
THE 20TH OF EACH
MONTH.




Adult Education
I love this time of the year, some of my favorite passions are enjoyed: The Draft, Jazzfest, Zurich Clas-
sic, baseball and the Joy of knowing He has risen, and he did it for all of us. He wants to have a better
relationship with us. One way that we can do this is studying the word, and sharing with others in small
groups. We are so blessed to have some great classes and some great characters to go with it. When |
was in Jamaica for my honeymoon, | remember the hostess showing me around and pointing to several restaurants,
they had all the choices you can imagine, and I'll always remember what he said , it was great...he said “Eat at them
alllll... mon”. Well | thought that was a great idea! So until you find a class that interest you, ...."Try them all out mon”. If
you have an idea for a class, book, or feel led to lead a class would you drop a note and hand in to the visitor’'s center,
for “Adult Education” Or | can be reached at jerry.schultz@willscot.com.

Here’s what's on the menu in adult education:

Sunday School 9:45-10:45

College and Career-SS#7, led by Frank House.

Seekers Class #5,led by Dan McNeil

Timothy Class, led by Bill & Susan Green SS#6

The 21 Irrefutable laws of leadership, by John Maxwell, led by Keith and Val Keller

Listening for God by Marilyn Hontz , led by Cynthia Ruffin, SS-office (Through personal stories and scriptural principles,
author Marilyn Hontz brings new insight to the practice of listening as a spiritual discipline. She discusses "Recognizing
God's Voice While Reading Scripture,” "Recognizing God's Voice While Praying," and "Recognizing God's Voice While
Listening" and provides practical suggestions for cultivating a two-way conversation with God.)

How We Choose to be Happy, by Rick Foster and Greg Hicks, led by Shelly Keller in the prayer room.(Featuring new
research and the most current information on the science of happiness, this book presents an outline of the nine
choices happy people consistently make. Also included are tools for self-assessment to allow you to measure happi-
ness-and to find out what might be holding you back from having more of it.

Partners in Prayer, Charles Stanley, Og Mandino classes coming soon.
Sunday Nights: Disciple Il

Wednesday Mornings:

IRONMEN 6am starting a new Max Lucado book, "A Love Worth Giving". It is on tape and we will listen to a chapter
each week and then discuss. All are welcome to drop in.

Women meet for Bible study group at 9:45 AM on Wednesdays in the Sunday School Building Room # 5.. Our focus
is Bible study, fellowship and missions. All are welcome to drop in. The current study is "The Friendships of Women" by
Dee Brestin.

Weds Night Live 6:30-7:30
What Difference Do it Make, Ron Hall, and Denver Moore, led by Diane Rattray

The Secret Message of Jesus, by McClaren, led by Max Suitt-starting May 12" (McClaren is a fresh voice, a welcome
antidote to the staleness, superficiality, and negativity of the religious status quo. A wide array of people from Evangeli-
cal, Catholic, and Mainline Protestant backgrounds claim that through his books they have begun to rediscover the faith
they'd lost or rejected. And around the world, many readers say that he has helped them find-for the first time in their
lives-a faith that makes sense and rings true. For many, he articulates the promise of what is being called "emerging
Christianity."

Came to Believe, led by John Hartline-starting May 12" (The spiritual adventure of A.A. as experienced by individual
members. Members from all over the world describe the wide diversity of convictions implied in "God as we understood
Him." Especially helpful to those who confuse "spiritual” with "religious.")

First Monday of the month reunion on May 5" @ 7:30 pm (Cursillo) in the prayer room. Hope to see you there.
Do you know someone who may enjoy a spiritual retreat weekend , ask a Cursiat how they can grow.
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T'HE BLIND S10E

May 1%, Movie Night-movie selection, “Blindside”. Dinner
will be served at 5:30 p.m. with the movie to follow at 6:30
p.m. $3.00 per person includes Pizza, drinks and popcorn.

Coming in June....St. Charles UMC
June 12, 2010
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Adventure Club News
(for 4™ -6" Graders!)
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What a blessing it is to be part of a Missions mind  ed church!

May Focus - Louisiana Missions and Ministries

In past years, we've supported Louisiana Methodist Children’s Home, UMCOR Sager-Brown, Rayne Memorial
UMC, St. Mark’s UMC, and more.

LMCH provides in-home, out-patient and residential services for children and families experiencing crisis, emo-
tional stress and relationship problems. They also have an 800 acre Outdoor Wilderness Learning Center (OWL) in
Rustin that provides team sports, hiking & biking, canoeing & fishing on a pond, overnight camping, and even a Human
Maze.

UMCOR Sager-Brown Depot has a 48,000 square foot warehouse in Baldwin to store material and prepare
emergency relief kits for the US and around the world. They also have dormitories, cafeteria, chapel and meeting rooms
for training, meetings and conferences for local groups, church groups, and the thousands of volunteers that visit Sager-
Brown every year.

Missions Message

| was thinking about John & Kay McNally’s recent visit to SCUMC (what a blessing it was to hear how many in Ethio-
pia are coming to Christ through their Oromo ministry!) and | couldn’t help but think about the Book of Acts which the
Disciple 2 Class has just started studying... While we tend to think this wonderful book of the Bible is about the Acts of
the Disciples and the start of the Christian Church, | think it's really about the Holy Spirit working through Believers to
boldly proclaim the Gospel's message of truth, hope, and salvation to all who would listen. In that respect, Acts is a
blueprint for what Missions should aspire to — even today. Missionaries in other countries face the same threat of perse-
cution — and even death - that the early Christians faced. The same Holy Spirit that inspired and equipped the early
Church must surely be doing the same for them today — and can also do the same for us right here in our own commu-
nity if we're receptive to it. Won't you join us as we strive to be the hearts and hands of Christ?

And no, you didn't stray into the Christian Ed section; but the many parts of the body work better in unison and who said
you can only be passionate about one thing at a time?

Mission Shorts

Thanks to those who cooked and served the latest St. Mark’s Fellowship Dinner — over 130 meals were served!
We're considering helping with another area program to feed the needy on an occasional basis, so if you can’t wait until
our next regularly scheduled time at St. Mark’s (July 20"™) let Jim Miller know and we’ll see what develops.

The next trip to Luke’s House is scheduled for Tuesday, May 11th. This free clinic was started in 2007 to respond
to concerns about the lack of available health care in post-Katrina New Orleans by Rayne UMC and Mount Zion UMC.
You don’t have to be a doctor or nurse to help out, just have a desire to support this needed ministry. Please contact
Pam for more detalils.

Over $500 was collected during the recent One Great Hour of Sharing drive — thanks to all who participated!

We're hoping to partner with the St. Charles Council on Aging to build another wheelchair ramp for someone in our
community in May. Please contact Jim Miller or Ronnie Schindler if you're interested.

Do you have a new Missions opportunity for our community ? Please call Pam Waguespack (725-1017), Jim
Miller (785-9437), or anyone else on the Missions Team (Bobbie Botsay, Chris Hazeltine, Ronda Knox, Heidi or Mary
Anne Schindler, Babs Schultz) and let them know.

In service and faith,
Jim Miller, Missions Co-Chair
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